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Victor J. Goldberg Prize for Peace, 2024

Acceptance speech

Dror Rubin

Dear distinguished guests,

| would like to start my words by sharing our excitement and appreciation for this honor. In
this devastating time, being selected for the Goldberg prize is a moment of pride and
satisfaction. | would like to thank Mr. Goldberg, Mr. Goodman, and all the Goldberg
foundation members on behalf of both Ghadir and myself, for their support of our efforts to
bring hope and peace to the Holy Land.

Mr. Goldberg - since we were informed of the prize, we have learned about your lifetime
commitment to advance a just and peaceful world. | hope there will come a time when the
world will not need prizes for peace but in the meantime, it is a blessing that we have people
like you!

| was born and raised in Jerusalem, to a Jewish, liberal orthodox family. My parents- Yaakov
and Shlomit- and I'm so excited that my mother is present in this ceremony - were born here
in Israel, a few years before the establishment of the country. Their parents were born and
raised in Europe, and during the 30's they decided to leave their life and most of their family
members to start a new life in the Holy Land. A few years later many of their family members
were murdered in the Holocaust. My mother's father- Rabbi Moshe Arie Kurtz, who greatly
influenced me, came here from Krakow, Poland, as a Zionist activist. When he heard about
the tragic fate of Jewish children there, he traveled back, under a fake identity, to rescue
children and bring them here to Israel. Years later he founded 2 villages for orphan children -
that still exist today - to enable them to live in a safe and supportive environment. My
grandfather’s lifetime commitment to justice and altruism was the educational framework in
which | grew up, and my mother and father devoted their lives to volunteer work and social
justice.

But despite the strong moral values | absorbed growing up, and a longing for peace, there
was also a belief, which | think is prevalent among many Jewish Israeli families, 'that the
Arabs hate us and will never accept our right to a Jewish homeland'. This assumption in
some ways absolves Jewish Israelis from their responsibility to actively pursue peace and
bring it about.

Perhaps paradoxically, my military service was the turning point in that perception for me.
Being a soldier in a combat unit forces you to look at the situation without filters or
justification. The ability to avoid these difficult topics was no longer an option — topics like



political viewpoints, the history | was taught, issues of identity, human rights and the future of
Israelis and Palestinians. | felt that | must find the bridge between two values | hold dear -
Zionism and equality, between Israel’s legitimacy and the rights of the Palestinian people.

So, | became a mediator, and started working in various organizations to advance peace
among different strata of society. In 2015, | joined Search for Common Ground - the world’s
leading peacebuilding organization - as chief facilitator. A year later, Sharon Rosen - the co-
director of the Jerusalem office at that time, and my partner in many activities to this day,
asked me to work with her on a new initiative she developed - a religious vision for peace. If
peace is such a central value in both Judaism and Islam, she claimed, why don't we see
religious leaders promoting peace? Why are religious communities perceived as the main
obstacle to peace? So, we began a process that has continued until today, with many ups
and downs, successes and failures. | can tell you; it wasn't easy at all - even the recruitment
process of the Jewish and Arab religious leaders was a tough task. But step by step, a
meaningful process had its impact and managed to build trust between people who never
thought they could cooperate with one another, and they themselves have initiated activities
and projects that has made our work so meaningful. We knew that the impact of messages
that come from the religious texts themselves and are shared by religious leaders, would be
enormous, so we chose to focus on education and to work with youth- the next generation -
to try and change the way they perceive one another. We set up a working group that
developed an educational curriculum that teaches Islam in Jewish religious institutions and
in parallel a curriculum that teaches Judaism in Muslim institutions. Just imagine how
meaningful and how influential it is to see two religious leaders, one Jewish and one Muslim,
stand side by side, as friends, in front of students. But lectures and lessons were not
enough. We wanted to influence public opinion; we wanted to create a change within
religious communities as a whole, so we created an online platform- Habima EI Manbar -
that shares knowledge about religious life- both in Arabic and Hebrew. In May 2021 following
the riots that exploded in Israel's mixed cities, we developed and implemented initiatives
together with our religious leaders that tried to lower tensions and build resilience between
communities. We submitted op-eds to the mainstream media that emphasized empathy as
the only way to overcome the gap between the peoples.

All these initiatives, lectures, dialogue circles and many other activities could not have
happened without Ghadir. Her dedication to peace is a lighthouse in the dark period that we
have faced here for so many years. People always ask me how can one person act and
influence so many? | always say that Ghadir is how | imagine hope. She offers a smile and a
positive attitude to every conflict or threat. | remember one meeting when people
approached and cursed us when they saw Ghadir’s hijab. Ghadir, with a gentle smile, asked
if they would sit and talk. For about an hour she was listening, with her endless empathy, till
they hugged one another with the wish that they could find a way to live in peace.



October 7th was, and still is, the worst thing that we could have expected. The tragedy is
beyond a human being’s ability to absorb. There are no words in the dictionary for the shock
that all of us felt and still feel every day. When words are irrelevant, one can just pray for the
end of the bloodshed, for the release of all hostages, and for consolation for all bereaved
families. As peace activists we were speechless but one thing we knew was that things can
get worse, and we can't give up. We are working everyday even now, with groups, down in
the south and up in the Galilee, trying to build and sustain hope. In these very difficult times,
| find hope in the words of the Psalms

NIXP' N1 nynTa owIItn. Those who sow in tears shall reap in joy
The fruits will grow one day, maybe it will take many more years, but peace will come.
Peace will come.

| would like to end by thanking again Sharon - this prize is for her as well - Dalia Goodhardt,
Rami Assali and all the great people at Search for Common Ground. | would also like to
thank Nirit for being the first to encourage us to submit a nomination for the prize. And above
all | would like to thank my family- Gabriella- my wife and best friend, and Zohar and Elinor-
my children. It is mainly for you that | am trying to do whatever | can- to bring peace a little
closer.

Thank you.



